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Village of Northbrook Honors Volunteer by Designating Don Hintz Day

NORTHBROOK, Ill., Aug. 12, 2010—Honoring the man who has served it for 35 years, the village of Northbrook will celebrate Don Hintz Day at the 32nd Annual Shermerfest fall festival on Sunday, Sept. 19, 2010. 

Hintz was a charter member of the Northbrook Historical Society when it incorporated in 1974 and served in some capacity for the past 35 years. He was recently named board member emeritus.

“I was not expecting this at all,” Hintz says of the recognition. “It was a total surprise.”

Hintz says one his biggest accomplishments was helping the Historical Society raise money to move the Bartelme building from the corner of Shermer and Waukegan Roads to its new home on Village Green. 

“The Historical Society bought the building for $1, and it took us 15 months to raise enough money to move it!” Hintz recalls.

The inn became the home of the Northbrook Historical Society and Museum. Hintz contributed his time and woodworking skills to more than 50 projects in the building. “My favorite memory is working with volunteers to scrape the old paint off the building,” he recalls.

Over the years, Hintz helped document Northbrook’s history, working on a slide show for the village’s 75th birthday and a book for its centennial.

When he was a young boy, Hintz and his family moved from Iowa to Northbrook, where his family had been part of the community since 1856. Hintz grew up on a farm at the edge of town. In 1939, he and his future wife Gladys Potter were part of the first graduating class of the four-year program at Northbrook High School.

Hintz joined The Village Presbyterian Church as a youth, and is now its longest continuous member—77 years and counting. He sits in the same sixth-row pew and takes pride in seeing how his woodworking talents helped beautify the church.

A Culligan International executive for 46 years, Hintz and his wife Gladys raised two children in Northbrook. After he retired, the couple wanted to stay in Northbrook. Don moved to Covenant Village of Northbrook in 2003. Hintz, director of the community’s woodshop committee, continued his life of volunteerism. He built the communion table and lectern for the Covenant Village fellowship center.

Covenant Village of Northbrook is a nationally accredited not-for-profit continuing care retirement community administered by Covenant Retirement Communities Inc. on behalf of the Board of Benevolence of the Evangelical Covenant Church. Chicago-based Covenant Retirement Communities serves more than 5,000 residents at 15 retirement communities nationwide. 
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Don Hintz displays the village of Northbrook proclamation designating Sept. 19, 2010 as Don Hintz Day.
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Don Hintz created the communion table and lectern used in the fellowship center at Covenant Village of Northbrook.

